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A  radio  telk  "by  .Hildegarde  Zneeland,-  Bureau  of  Home  Scaiiomics ,  ;  delivered;  ■ 
through  W.C  and  38  other  radio  stations  .  associated  with  the  National  'Brog^, 
casting  Company,  ITovember  12,  1930. 
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If  you  have  been  timing  in  for  thesf?  talks  each  week  lately,  you  have  heard 
about  planning  the  house  with  the  children  in  mind,  an.d.about  ■  f-'ornishing  ajid 
equipping  it  so  that  the  children  can.be  comfortable  and  happy  and  feel  they 
really  belong  in  every  room.    And  now  I  ..come  along  to  talk  :tg; you  about 
managing  the  home  for  the  best  interest  of  the  young  gener-ation. 

I  wonder  what  sort  of  picture . comes  , to  your  mind  when  you  think  of  .  a  well- 
managed  home.     To  many  men,  I  fear,  the  term  has  -a  very,  cold,  and  forbidding  sound, 
suggesting  a  household  run  with  such-perfect  order  and  system  that  it  is.  a 
major  offense  to  have  newsxDapers  or.  cigarette  ashes  around,  and  high  treason  to- 
come  home  late  for  dinner.    Perhaps  to  you  too  the  idea  of -good  management  is 
anything  but  inviting;  it  may  make  you  think  of  that  very  particular  neighbor 
of  yours,  who  is,  to  be  sure,  a  perfect  housekeeper' — but  who  also,  is  a  p.erfect 
example  of  what  not  to  be  in  making  the  family  comfortable  and  happy. 

How  needless  to  say,  it  is  not  this  tyye  of  good  management  V7hich  is  re- 
comraended  in  the  report  of  our  Oom:nittee  on  the  Managem.ent  of  Home  ictivities. 
The  Coraaiittee  recognizes,  of  course',  the  importance  of  a  clean;  and  orderly 
house  in  bringing  up  the  children,  of  serving  the  right  sort  of  meals  and 
serving  them  on  time,  of  having  the  housekeeping  run  smoothly  so  as  to  avoid 
friction  aiid  strain  and  emotional  ujjsets.     But  it  emj^e^sizes  even  more  the 
importance  of  adjusting  the  housekeeping  to  the  needs  of  the  fajaily,  of  making 
the  home  a  place  to  be  used,  lived  in,  enjoyed,  a  ple.ce  where  every  member  of 
the  family,  from  father  to  the  smallest  child,  finds  comfort  and  .good  comrade- 
ship, and  an  opportunity  to  develop  his  interests  and  abilities. 

The  report  especially  stresses  the  iraportajice  of  having  the  children  share 
in  the  various  activities  of  the  home.    Uow  let  me  say  at  once  that  the 
Committee  recognizes  the  fact  that  we  cannot  return  to  those  days  when  the 
children  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  helping  with  the  work  of  the  home.  Tor 
the  modem  boy  ajid  girl  the  .demands  of  school  work,  of  their  clubs,  and  their 
gaiies,  fill  the  day-time  hours  to  overflowing,  and  in  the  evening  there  are 
lessons  which  must  be  gotten  for  the  next  day.    But  although  it  is  useless  to 
expect  a  large  amount  of  time  from,  children,  the  committee  urges  that  every  child 
have  some  jobs  to  do  in  the  home,  not  so  much  for  the  sake  of  helping  to  get  the 
V7ork  done,  as  for  the  value  to  the  child  himself.     There  is  a  very  real 
educational  value,  though  it  is  not  easy  to  measure,  that  comes  through,  the 
child's  opportunity  to  help.    He  gets  training  in  cooperation,  and  develops  a, 
sense  of  responsibility  and  a  feeling  of  real  importance  in  the  home  of  which 
he  is  a  part.    At  the  sar.ie  time,  the  tasks  that  he  does  help  him  develop  skills, 
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making  hirr.  deft  T/ith  his  fin-gers,  so  that  when  he-  grows  -ui),.  he  is  not  one  of 
those  helpless  persons  who  can  do  nothing  useful  c-.h-iut  the  house. 

"But,"  you  nay  "be  thinlcing,   "it  is  all  very  well  to  t.?lh  about  letting  the 
children  share  in  the  work  of  the  hone.     Getting  then  to  do  so  is  not  as  easy. " 
Yet  after  all,  isn't  the.  child  usually  v/illing  enough,  and  often  anxious,  if  we 
go  about  it  just  right  in  getting  hin  started?     Hie  nosit  inportant  thing  is  to 
begin  with  the  little  tots.     G-ive  .the  toddler  a  chance  to  v/ipe  the  teaspoons ,  to 
carry  a  dish  or  two  to  the  china  closet,  to  put  away  his  own  toys.     To  hin  it  is 
wonderful  to  be  helping  no ther,  and  at  the  spne  tine  it  is  valu.able  entertain- 
nent  by  which  he  learns,  and  develops  stea.diness  in  growing  nuscles.     With  such 
a  start,  by  the  tine  the  child  is  ten  or  tivelve,.  a  well-grounded  habit  of  being 
useful  has  been  foiTied.     E'/en  so,  it  is  inportpjit  to  offer  enougia  variety  in  the 
tasks  expected  of  children  so  they  are  not  bored  by  then,     Clara  nay  find  daily 
dish  washing  a  chore,  but  if  she  has  the    choice  sonetines  of  putting  away  the 
clean  laundry  or  of  planning  the  neals,  her  interest  will  continue.  Likewise 
her  big  brother  nay  resent  having  to  bring  in  wood  for  the  kitchen  stove  or 
caring  for  the  furnace  every,  day,  but  he  "•ay  tpjse  real  pride  in  v/ashing  the 
automobile  or  learning  to  grease  it. 

This  sort  of  good  nanagenent  in .  the  hone,  of  course,  na^/'  add  to  the  nother's 
already  heavy  schedule  for  a  tine,  -rather  than  ligliten  it.    But  even  so,  it  is 
well  worth  the  effort,  when  v/e  consider  the  value  to  the  children  thenselves  and 
to  the  hone  life  of  the  faz:ily.  :  ■ 


